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RANGER RICK’S 50TH BIRTHDAY 
Encourage your students to celebrate Ranger Rick 
magazine’s 50th birthday with some of these activities:

•  Send Ranger Rick a homemade birthday card with a 
personal message. (See pages 12–13 for inspiration 
and his address.)

•  Find 50 raccoons hidden inside the pages of the 
December-January issue. (Answer key is online at 
nwf.org/50raccoons.)

•  Make a birthday cake to share with the wildlife in 
your schoolyard. Use the recipe on page 25.

•  Draw animals out of the numerals “50.” Get more 
details on page 24.

•  Learn more about the history of Ranger Rick 
magazine and its characters by completing the Just 
for Fun games on pages 35–38.

• Take the Ranger Rick Pledge on page 39.

CHANGING COLORS 
After the class reads “Chameleons,” pages 6–11, discuss 
the following:

•  What circumstances cause chameleons to change 
color? (Mood, temperature, light)

Point out that people often use “colorful phrases” to 
communicate their moods or feelings. Discuss the 
meanings of these expressions:

• true blue
• green with envy
• tickled pink
• white as a ghost
• red with rage

Words aren’t the only way people use color to express 
themselves. Some people may actually change color 
slightly when they are angry (red), scared (white), and so 

on. These changes are not as obvious as a chameleon’s, 
but what if they were? Assign the “Colorful Tale” student 
page and encourage students to imagine “colorful tales” of 
their own.

BISON AND THE GREAT PLAINS
After reading “American Bison,” pages 14–19, have 
students use the diagram on pages 14–15 to help them 
sculpt miniature bison out of modeling clay. Encourage 
kids to include all the physical features labeled in the 
diagram and to use toothpicks to etch in details. Then 
point to the map on page 18 and ask the class to locate the 
two geographical formations that mark the boundaries 
of the Great Plains (the Mississippi River and Rocky 
Mountains). Prompt an in-depth discussion about the 
history of bison on the Great Plains with these questions:

•  Why do you think more bison lived on the Great 
Plains than anywhere else?

•  How did some of their physical characteristics help 
them survive on the Plains?

•  How did bison help the native people of the Plains to 
survive?

•  What is the main reason that bison herds were wiped 
out on the Great Plains?

•  Why do you think some people are trying to bring 
bison back to the Plains? 

• What are they doing to bring them back?

UNDERSTANDING MANATEES
Test students’ comprehension of “Manatees,” pages 
26–40, by assigning the Manatee Matters student page. 
Wrap up with the lesson with these questions:

• Why are manatees endangered?
• What can people do to help manatees?
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COLORFUL TALE

Ranger Rick® Educator’s Guide

Read “Chameleons,” pages 6–11, to learn more 
about when and why chameleons change color. Now 
imagine you owned a magic shirt that changed colors 
to match your moods.

Perched on a man’s 
fingertip is the world’s 
smallest chameleon. 
It’s known only by 
its scientific name: 
Brookesia micra (brook-
EE-zee-uh MYE-kruh).

This jewel-colored 
panther chameleon looks 
like a neon rainbow!

With its rolling eyes and 
changeable colors, a chameleon 

is like no other animal on Earth.     

There are more than 200 different kinds of

 chameleons (kuh-MEE-lee-unz), and nearly 

   all of them live in Africa. These reptiles 

     come in lots of shapes, colors, and patterns. 

      They vary from about an inch in length to 

       the size of a house cat. And many may have 

         horny “helmets,” knobby snouts, or spiny crests. 

          But there are a number of things that make all 

              chameleons the same. Read on!

by Ellen Lambeth 
photos by Christian Ziegler
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What moods would cause your shirt to change color?

What color would your shirt become for each mood?

Make up a short story about an experience that made your shirt change color. What 
color did it become? What happened after you changed to that color? (Start your story 
below. If you need more space, use the back of this paper.)
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MANATEE MATTERS
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Read “Manatees,” pages 26–30. Then read the statements 
below. You’ll quickly see that they’re all wrong! Rewrite them to 
tell the true story about manatees.
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Slow down and meet 
some manatees! Here’s 
how these peaceful animals 
spend their days.

Chilling Out
One thing manatees are good at  doing 

is nothing! These slow-moving mam-

mals love lounging around. They 

spend 10 to 12 hours each day resting 

or sleeping. And when they need to 

come to the surface to breathe, they 

seem to be able to do it without fully 

waking up. Nice trick!

Chowing Down
When manatees aren’t sleeping, they’re 

usually busy with their other  favorite 

activity: eating! Manatees munch 

mostly water plants. They eat them 

for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. A 

1,000-pound manatee can eat at least 

100 pounds of food each day. That’s 

like eating 400 cheeseburgers! A mana-

tee has flexible lips that are good at 

grabbing plants. Rows of teeth in the 

back of its mouth grind food up. As 

the teeth wear down, they’re replaced 

by new teeth that move forward.

The manatee above is grazing 
on water plants. Manatees have 
flexible lips covered with whiskers 
(right). The whiskers may be as 
sensitive as your fingertips.

Manatees are often called “sea 

cows,” but they aren’t cows at 

all. Though they look kind of like 

walruses, they’re actually related 

to elephants.

BRANDON COLE (26-27); CHRIS ZAPPEL/SEAPICS.COM (27TL); 

DAVE FORCUCCI/SEAPICS.COM (27TR)

by Kathy Kranking
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Manatees don’t sleep much because they must come to the surface so often to breathe.

Manatees eat fish, shrimp, and other small water animals.

Seals and walruses are close relatives of manatees.

Manatees prefer only cool ocean waters.

Baby manatees are usually born with lots of brothers and sisters.

If you watched manatees in a group, you’d get the idea that they aren’t very friendly 
and would rather be left alone.

Some manatees have “turf” that they fight over with other animals.

In special manatee areas, boating, swimming, and diving aren’t allowed. That’s to keep 
people safe from these dangerous animals.


