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METAPHORICALLY SPEAKING 
In “Hooray for Humpbacks,” pages 6–11, the author uses 
metaphors to describe the actions of humpback whales. 
Before students read the article, review the definition of a 
metaphor with the class: A metaphor compares two unlike things 
by stating that one thing is the other. Then display the following 
metaphors on a chalkboard or chart. For each metaphor, ask 
the class to (1) identify the two things being compared, and 
(2) discuss how this comparison helped to explain something 
about an object, an idea, or a person.

• �The moon is a ball of cheese.
• �Love is a rose.
• �That person is a rock.

Ask students to read “Hooray for Humpbacks.” Then 
have them complete the Humpback Metaphors student 
page. This page helps students take a closer look at the 
metaphors used in the article.

NOTABLE NOSES 
After reading “What Do You Know About Noses?” 
pages 18–23, assign each student an animal from the 
story. Ask students to make masks of their animals and put 
them on. Then invite children to mingle and discuss (1) 
the characteristics that make “their noses” special and (2) 
the advantages that the noses provide.Wrap up the lesson 
by assigning the Design a Nose student page, which helps 
students create noses that no animals have—but might like 
to have!

BUSY BEAVERS 
After reading “Beavers,” pages 30–35, your class may 
have a new appreciation for the work of a beaver! Build on 
students’ understanding of beaver dams and lodges with 
some hands-on water play. Using a water table, a shallow 
pan filled with sand, or an outdoor area, ask students to dig 
a stream channel and then run water through it. Build a dam 
and watch how the water pools behind it. In the pool, pile 
up sticks to simulate a lodge and food pantry. Have students 
draw diagrams and cross-sections of the beaver habitat 
they’ve created.

GARDEN FOR WILDLIFE MONTH
May is Garden for Wildlife Month. Here are some great 
ways to celebrate:

• �Read “Bring on the Butterflies” (see first two pages 
of this issue’s cover wrap) and consider using these 
suggestions as a jumping-off point for creating your 
own school butterfly garden. 

• �Have students read the Ranger Rick Adventures story, 
“A Tale of Two Lawns,” pages 27–29, which contrasts 
two very different garden habitats. Discuss what makes 
one of these gardens a much better place for wildlife. 
Then invite a group of students to role-play the story 
for the rest of the class.

• �Have students use the Busy Blossoms student page 
in Ranger Rick’s Nature Notebook at nwf.org/Kids/
Ranger-Rick/Ranger-Ricks-Nature-Notebook.
aspx to explore pollination activity in your schoolyard 
garden.

For more ways to celebrate Garden for Wildlife Month, 
see nwf.org/kidsgardenforwildlife.
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In “Hooray for Humpbacks,” pages 6–11, the author describes a 
humpback whale by saying a humpback is an acrobat. In other 
words, she uses a metaphor.

A metaphor compares two unlike things by stating that one 
thing is the other.

BRANDON COLE (6-7); SUE FLOOD/NATUREPL.COM (6B); TONY WU/NATUREPL.COM (7TR)

Tail Smackers
Humpbacks often poke 

their tails out of the water and 
slap them over and over against the 

water’s surface. This is called lobtailing. 

There are different ideas about why they do 

this. The main reason seems to be to commu-

nicate with other whales. But it could also be a 

way to ward off sharks or other predators.

HOORAY FOR HUMPBACKS!
Fin Slappers

Humpbacks have the 
longest flippers—also called 
pectoral fins—of any whale.  

Each flipper is about a third the 
length of a humpback’s body. 

Humpbacks sometimes lie on their 
sides or backs and slap one or 

both of their pectoral fins against 
the water—perhaps another 
way of sending messages 

to other whales.
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by Kathy Kranking

Humpback whales are whopping big mammals! 

But what else are they? Read on to find out!

Acrobats
Humpback whales are famous for breaching, or leap-

ing out of the water and slamming back down. Nobody 

knows for sure why they do this. But there may be lots of 

reasons. For example, it could be to send a message to 

other whales, to knock pesty creatures off their skin, or 

just because it’s fun!

Each sentence below uses a metaphor to describe something discussed in “Hooray for 
Humpbacks.” In each sentence, underline the two things being compared. On the blank lines, 
tell how these two things are alike.

A humpback whale is an acrobat.

A humpback is a world traveler.

A humpback is a nosy neighbor.
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YOUR TURN Write your own metaphor. Circle the two things that you are comparing and 
explain the meaning of the metaphor.
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Here’s your chance to sniff out the whole story!

by Gerry Bishop

nostril

Do You 
REALLY  
Know  
Noses?

Take a minute to think about some 
yummy smells—such as the smoky 
aroma of frying bacon or the tangy 
scent of a freshly peeled orange. Our 
noses are great at sniffing out all 
kinds of good things to eat.
 Other animals also use their noses 
to catch the scents of tasty meals. In 
fact, most of them have a much better 
sense of smell for this than we do. 

 Take this hammerhead shark. 
Like most other sharks, it can smell 
a meal from miles away. But unlike 
other sharks, hammerheads have 
super-wide heads with far-apart 
nostrils. Scientists think these 
features help hammerheads better 
tell where a smell is coming from. 
 You’ll find more animals that have 
super-sniffers on the following pages. 
But first, check out the mole below. 
It’s just one of the many animals 
you’ll meet with noses that do  
something other than smell.

Feeling for a Meal
Look at the schnoz on this star-nosed mole! It’s 

covered with 22 soft, pink tendrils used for feeling, 

not smelling. As the mole digs through the wet 

ground, its tendrils quickly touch everything in 

front of it, feeling for worms, beetles, and other 

delicious snacks.
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Do You 
REALLY  
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After you read “Noses,” pages 20–26, think about some of the 
unusual noses in this article. Then follow the steps below to design 
a nose that no animal has ever had—but might like to have!

What special abilities does a hammerhead shark’s nose have?

What special abilities does an anteater’s nose have?

What special abilities does your imaginative nose have?

What type of animals might like to have this nose?

How does this nose work?

Draw a close-up of your nose design in the box below.
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