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Educational extensions for the MARCH 2015 issue of Ranger Rick® magazine

ode to an orca 
After students have read “Awesome Orcas” (pages 6–11), 
have them use what they learned from the story to complete 
the student page called Write About Orcas. 

Next, encourage children to refer to their completed 
pages as you conduct a discussion about orcas. Discussion 
questions might include:

• Just how big is an orca?
• �How is an orca like an Oreo cookie? Why might that be 

a good thing?
• What is echolocation? How does it work?
• �Why do orcas use echolocation “to see” if they already 

have good eyesight?
• �What makes an orca well equipped to live in the sea? 

(Cover swimming, diving, breathing, temperature 
regulation.)

• What is orca family life like? Why is it so important?
• How do orcas communicate?
• What do orcas eat? How do they collect food?
• �Orcas have at least two nicknames: “Wolves of the Sea” 

and “Killer Whales.” Are these good nicknames? Why or 
why not?

Wrap up your orca lesson by asking students to use 
information from their sudent pages and class discussion to 
write short poems about the orca.

c-c-c-cool adventures! 
In “Kids on Ice” (page 13), 13-year-old Katie Carroll shares 
entries from a journal she kept while she and her family were 
part of an expedition to Antarctica. Ask students to imagine 
that they have just completed an Antarctic expedition with 
their family. Tell them that, instead of writing a series 
of journal entries, they are to write an adventure story 
about their trip to the Land of Ice. Students can begin by 
using the Antarctic Trip Organizer student page to gather 
their thoughts. What did they see and do each day? What 

challenges did they face? This sheet is the place for students 
to jot down answers to these questions as well as other 
ideas for their stories. Suggest that children also include 
interesting facts about Antarctica. Then instruct students 
to use these notes to write an adventure story (with well-
constructed sentences and paragraphs).

more mascot madness
Does your school have an animal mascot? If so, before 
students read “Mascot Madness” (pages 22–29), ask 
the class what the animal represents and how its qualities 
translate into something a school could emulate. 

After students have read and discussed the article, 
divide them into small groups and challenge each group 
to invent an animal mascot  for something it would like 
to inspire classmates to do. How about a road runner 
for a running club; an owl for a book group; or a frog 
for a local pond clean-up? Each group should compile a 
mascot proposal that (1) describes the proposed action, 
(2) introduces an animal to be its mascot, (3) explains 
why this animal is the right mascot for the activity, (4) 
gives the mascot a suitable name, and (5) provides an 
illustration of the mascot. Invite the groups to share 
their proposals with the class. Then try out a few of the 
proposed activities—using their mascots as inspiration!

colorful pigeons
The Pigeon Pals game (page 38) in this month’s Just 
for Fun section asks students to match up the pigeons 
that have identical plumage. Variations in color and 
pattern make this game more challenging than you might 
expect. After students complete the game, give them an 
opportunity to go outside to observe real-life pigeons—
their different colorings and patterns as wella s their 
various behaviors. This month’s Nature Notebook student 
page guides children through the process.
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WRITE ABOUT ORCAS

Ranger Rick® Educator’s Guide

“Awesome Orcas” on pages 6–11 of the March issue of Ranger 
Rick is all about giant dolphins called orcas. Use what you 
learned from the story to write an orca fact about each topic  
below. Be sure to use complete sentences.

ORCAS
ORCAS!OOH...

It’s easy to recognize orcas—

they’re dressed like giant 

Oreo cookies! But that’s not all 

that’s cool about them. There’s 

more: They breathe from the 

tops of their heads. They can 

“see” with sound. And they’re 

actually giant dolphins!

 Orcas’ size and strength 

are two other amazing things 

about these animals. Check 

out the one above. It looks 

like a black-and-white torpedo 

bursting from the water. A 

large male orca is almost as 

long as a school bus, and it 

weighs more than 10 bottle-

nose dolphins do!

 Orcas are powerful swim-

mers, too. They can reach 

speeds of more than 35 miles 

per hour in short bursts—and 

that’s super fast for moving 

through water!
 There’s a whole lot more to 

learn about orcas, starting on  

page 8!

Orcas are many people’s favorite animals—maybe even yours!

OOH...

BRANDON COLE
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ANTARCTIC 
TRIP ORGANIZER

Ranger Rick® Educator’s Guide

After reading “Kids on Ice,” on page 13 of Ranger Rick, imagine that you 
went on your own expedition to Antarctica. In the outline below, jot down 
experiences that you had each day as well as some amazing facts about 
the contintent. Use these notes to write an entire adventure story.

March 2015 Student Page

Day 1: Today is the big day! We boarded 

a catamaran (a special kind of boat) in 

Argentina to take us to the larger port 

where our ship was. I went outside on the  

catamaran, and it was FREEZING! When 

we finally arrived at the port, I was excited 

and nervous—but it was a good nervous. 

Day 3: Today we finally reached 

Antarctica! I was wearing thick glove 

liners and even thicker gloves, long 

underwear, leggings, snow pants,  a shirt, 

a fleece jacket, a regular jacket, and a 

parka. I thought I’d be hot when we got 

out on the island. Oh, boy, was I wrong! 

On shore, we got to see lots of chinstrap 

penguins (above)—my favorites! 

Day 4: Today was my favorite day of 

all. Right as my family was boarding the 

Zodiac—a little boat made of rubber—

we saw an iceberg turn over! On a hike, 

I saw a glacier calve—that means “split 

apart.” And on the Zodiac boat ride 

back, I spotted an avalanche—a huge 

bunch of snow sliding down a mountain!

Day 6: Today was colder than normal. 

On shore, we hiked up a steep hill to an 

Adélie penguin rookery—a place where 

penguins raise their chicks. Adorable! 

Day 7: Today we got to drive a Zodiac! 

Once I saw my brother, John, do it, I was 

pretty sure I wouldn’t crash us into any 

icebergs or our own ship. (I didn’t!) Later, 

we spotted four humpback whales and 

watched them until they went away. Just 

for fun, I stayed outside. Good thing! Next 

thing I knew, seven orcas appeared to “put 

on a show” for us. 

Day 8: Our last day in Antarctica! We 

went ashore for the final time and luckily 

got to see many different penguins: 

gentoos, Adélies, and chinstraps. We 

ended the day and the trip with a true 

polar plunge . . . by jumping into the 

Antarctic waters! 

Last year, Katie Carroll, 13, got 

the chance to travel to Antarctica 

with her family. She kept a journal 

of her ice-cold adventures to share 

with Ranger Rick readers. Here are 

some highlights from the trip.

PAGE 12: SPINOSAURUS MODEL COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, FOSSIL LAB; ART BY DAVE CLEGG; 

BEE ART BY DANIELLE JONES. PAGE 13: PHOTOS BY KEVIN SCHAFER
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