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WELCOME TO HIPPO WORLD 
Tape a large sheet of paper to a wall and set students free 
to turn it into a hippo habitat. Encourage students to use 
the information and photos in “Big, Bad Hippos?” (pages 
6–11) to plan the layout and artwork for their mural. The 
mural should include the main features of a hippo landscape, 
different places where the hippos spend their time, how they 
get from one place to another, and some of the other animals 
that share their habitat. Have students make some cardboard 
hippo cutouts and add a loop of tape to the back of each so 
that they can move the hippos around in the habitat.

THE TRUTH ABOUT ROACHES 
Before students read “Roach!” (pages 16-21), pique their 
interest in the article and help enhance text comprehension 
by displaying these common statements about cockroaches. 
Ask students if they agree or disagree with each, and why.

• Roaches are dirty.
• Roaches spread disease.
• They can hurt you.
• There’s nothing to like about roaches!
After students have read the article, ask them to look 

at the statements again. Have them use information in the 
story to support or change their original reactions to each. 
(For additional information about cockroaches, share this 
blog entry with the class: http://blog.hmns.org/tag/
cockroaches-are-clean/.)

SUCCESS STORIES
“7 Wins for Wildlife” (pages 22–27) tells how the 
populations of seven endangered North American animals 
(bald eagle, steller’s sea lion, American alligator, whooping 
crane, American bison, humpback whale, and gray wolf) 
are now on the rise, thanks to the hard work of people who 

figured out (1) what was going wrong for each species and 
(2) what could be done to fix each situation. Invite students 
to use this same two-step process to do research and write up 
a report on other successful wildlife interventions. Possible 
animals include these North American species that are on 
the mend: black-footed ferret, California condor, short-nose 
sturgeon, grizzly bear, and California least tern.

CELEBRATE ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY
In order for an animal species to survive, it must be able to 
find habitat that provides adequate food, water, and cover, as 
well as a safe place to raise young. Securing these elements 
for an endangered species is key to helping it increase 
its numbers.“Habitat Hunt” (located online at nwf.org/
habitathunt) is a detailed lesson plan that teaches your 
students how to search for habitat elements for  several 
animals. Endangered Species Day, May 15, is a fitting time to 
conduct this activity with the class. To learn other ways you 
can celebrate Endangered Species Day and teach students 
about endangered species, visit nwf.org/k12esday.

POSTCARDS FROM THE SHORE
In the May and June/July issues of Ranger Rick, you’ll find a 
two-part Adventures of Ranger Rick story about a couple 
of animals that have interesting life cycles and migrations—
the horseshoe crab and the red knot. After students have 
read the two-part story, have them use the “Postcards from 
the Shore” Student Page to write a postcard from each of 
these creatures describing their annual journeys. As a pre-
writing exercise, encourage students to imagine the daily life 
of each animal, its surroundings, its interactions with other 
animals, and the challenges it faces. To get students thinking 
even more deeply about the stories these animals might tell, 
read aloud the book Red Knot by Nancy Carol Willis.
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A HIPPO 
IS MANY THINGS

Ranger Rick® Educator’s Guide

Use facts from the “Big, Bad Hippos?”article, pages 6–11, 
to explain how a hippo can be each of the following:

BONUS: What else is a hippo? List at least two other things and explain each.

lou coetzer/naturepl.com 

BIG, BAD

HIPPOS?
by Kathy Kranking

Hippos are usually peaceful and lazy.  

But they can be big and bad when 

they need to be!

check out these hippos 

“mouthing off” at each other! In hippopota-

mus language, wide-open mouths mean 

business. They’re the hippos’ way of saying, 

“Back off, or you’ll be sorry!”

An angry hippo is one tough customer: 

These animals are strong, quick-tempered,  

and don’t like intruders trespassing on 

their “turf.” A hippo resting peacefully 

one minute can be in full attack mode 

the next. And a hippo will attack any-

thing it feels threatened by: crocodiles, 

other hippos, even people. With 

powerful jaws and banana length-

or-longer teeth, a hippo is one 

of the most dangerous mam-

mals in the world.

To learn more about 

hippos, turn the 

page—but keep 

your distance, 

just in case!

Don’t mess with Mama 
Hippo! This mother has 
reared up and opened wide to warn a male hippo away from her nearby baby.
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FIERCE FIGHTER

NOISE MAKER

BEACH BUM

MIDNIGHT SNACKER

SUPER MOM



POSTCARDS FROM 
THE SHORE

Ranger Rick® Educator’s Guide

In the last two issues of Ranger Rick’s Adventures, you 
discovered that horseshoe crabs and red knots take a trip to 
the shores of Delaware Bay each year. What do you think they 
might want to say when they arrive? Use your ideas to fill in 
the postcards below—one from a horseshoe crab and one 
from a red knot.

A few days later, Rick, Scarlett, and 
Boomer are in Delaware, walking along 

the shore of the Delaware Bay. Every May, thousands of 
strange creatures called 
horseshoe crabs crawl 
out of the water here to 
mate and lay eggs.

What do you
mean, Boomer? 

There are no 
dinosaurs 

here!

So, if 
horseshoe

 crabs are still 
around, couldn’t  

some dinos 
be, too?

Huh?
 Living fossils? 
Like real, live 
dinosaurs?

Wow, Rick-
living fossils! 
I can’t wait to 

see them!!

Only in 
your dreams, 

Boomer!

He 
just won’t 

let this 
go!

...and have 
changed very 
little over all 
that time.

They’re 
called “living 

fossils” because 
they still exist 

today...

She’s 
right, Boom. 

But don’t 
worry... ...We’ll have 

plenty to 
see without 

them.

You said 
that horseshoe 
crabs have been 
around for 450 
million years, 

right?

So, 
here’s where 

it all happens, 
Scarlett. 

You, Boomer, 
and I will head out 
there first thing 

tomorrow. 

It will 
be dark, 
soon... ...and 

that’s when 
the action 
begins!

Let’s 
head over to 
those dunes, 

and wait. 

Rick! 
Scarlett! 

Look—these 
have GOTTA 
be dinosaur 

tracks!

Yep!

Part1
“In Search of Living Fossils!”“In Search of Living Fossils!”

story by Gerry Bishop; art by The CharacterShop
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Hundreds 
of birds—and 
they seem to 
be having a 

feast!

...I see 
something!

Yep, it’s one 
of the world’s 

greatest 
sights!

But now, 
it’s time to 
get some 
sleep!

Hey! 
It’s Ranger 
Rick and his 

friends!

I thought 
they might be 
pterosaurs!

Rats! Come on—
let’s say
 hello!

The 
crabs!

The male crabs are 
holding on to the 

backs of the females, 
as they crawl from 
the water, and onto 

the wet sand.

As Rick and his friends
watch, dozens of horseshoe 

crabs crawl up on to 
the beach.

Into the night, many more 
crabs come ashore to mate 

and lay their eggs. 

Wow—that’s 
pretty cool. Look 

at ’em all!

After a while...

Soon, 
hundreds 
crowd the 

beach. 

Rick! 
Boomer! Look 

at that...

Next morning... Most of the 
crabs are gone, 

but look what’s in 
their place. 

Every spring, red knots 
migrate 9,000 miles from 
South America to their 
Arctic breeding grounds. 
Along the way, they stop at 
Delaware Bay to fatten up 
on horseshoe crab eggs.

RED KNOTS

RANGER RICK’s FIELD NOTES
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