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Educational extensions for the OCTOBER 2013 issue of Ranger Rick® magazine

“scary” costumes
The bright orange wings of the moth on pages 2-3 flash 
out a message: Don’t eat me—I’m poisonous! The animals in 
“Warning: Do Not Touch!” (pages 24-29) have spines 
that serve to deter predators. Many other animals also 
have physical features to scare away predators. In the 
spirit of Halloween, explore some of these “costumes” 
with students. Then invite students to use the animal 
inspiration to design their own “scary” outfits. Whether 
they simply draw their designs or actually create them, 
stage a fashion show in which they explain their idea and 
the animal defenses that inspired it.

be bird watchers
Follow the instructions in “Pumpkin Feeder” (page 36) 
to recycle some jack-o’-lanterns into birdfeeders. Then 
have students keep bird journals in which they record 
their observations about the timing and types of birds 
that discover the feeders.

when the moon is full
“The Buzz” (pages 12-13) reports the finding that 
sharks swim deeper on the full moon. A bright moon af-
fects other animals, too—full moon nights can be espe-
cially active ones. Discuss this phenomenon with stu-
dents. Then invite them to write a story, based on science 
or their own imaginations, that starts with the line, “On 
the night the moon was full…”

life in a cave
After students read “Ranger Rick’s Adventures” (pages 
20-22), ask them to consider the unique environment that 
caves provide. What features of a cave make it different 
from other habitats? (Darkness, moisture, more stable 
temperatures, lack of sunlight for plants to grow, etc.) En-

gage students in an investigation of cave life using books, 
videos, or the Internet. Even better, visit a real cave near 
you. Ask students to identify common characteristics of 
cave dwellers. Then discuss together how these adapta-
tions help animals survive in a cave habitat. 

poke around for poke-y plants
“Warning: Do Not Touch!” (pages 24-29) features 
animals with spines, quills, and other prickly parts for 
protection from predators. Some plants, too, have prick-
les. Thorns, spines, sharp edges, and irritating hairs can 
all keep harm at bay. These plant defenses may be easier 
to spot on a nature walk than their animal counterparts. 
Take students outside, urge them to be cautious about 
touching things that look sharp, and see what plant de-
fenses you can discover!

owl adaptations
After reading “Backyard Wildlife: Great Horned Owls” 
(pages 30-31), set out art materials and have students 
create owl masks. (Paper plates make a good base.) 
Discuss the many adaptations that make owls success-
ful nighttime hunters. Then have students put on their 
masks and act out some hunting behaviors. How would it 
feel to have powerful night vision, extremely keen hear-
ing, near-silent flight, and sharp talons for grasping prey 
from mid-air? 

hawaii’s northwestern islands
The monk seals in “Hawaii’s Special Seals” (pages 
32-35) make their home in the Northwestern Islands of 
Hawaii. The remote islands are protected as a Marine 
National Monument and support many endemic species. 
Have students identify the Northwestern Islands on a map 
or globe and measure how far they are from other land. 
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In “Fox for All Seasons” (pages 6-11), you learn that red foxes 
are at home in all kinds of places and all kinds of weather. 
Read the article carefully to find out what happens in a red 
fox’s life during each season of the year. Then use the boxes 
below to draw a red fox in each season. Write a sentence that 
describes what the fox is doing.
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Fox for All SeasonsThis magnificent red fox 

looks perfectly at home 

in a golden fall meadow. But a 

red fox is also at home in leafy, 

woods, on a frozen tundra—

even in a big city in the middle 

of summer! 

 There are 12 different kinds of 

foxes living in many parts of the 

world. But red foxes are found in 

more places than any other. And 

they seem to thrive in all kinds 

of weather. You could call them 

the anytime, anywhere foxes. 

FALL
The days are getting shorter and 

the weather is getting cooler. 

But for the red fox, that is 

Fall is a fine time to  be a red fox. But so is winter, spring, or summer!
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by Hannah Schardt

just fine. It likes to hunt before 

sunrise and after sunset, anyway. 

And its thick, soft coat keeps it 

plenty warm. 

 In fall, a red fox hangs out 

mostly alone. The babies have 

grown up and are on their own. 

So now is the time to focus on 

food. That’s because, even for a 

master hunter such as a fox, win-

ter can mean slim pickings. And 

winter is just around 

the corner.
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Look closely at the skeletons shown on pages 16-17 in “Welcome to the 
Bone Zone.” Each skeleton’s shape helps the animal move in the right 
ways to live its life. Fill in the chart below with information about each 
of the skeletons. 

What about you? How do you need your body to move to do all the things you do? How does 
your skeleton help you move in these ways? (Look at the picture on page 15.)
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Welcome To

The Bone Zone
Now that Halloween is here  . . .  

by Gerry Bishop

ANIMAL How is this skeleton different 
from the other skeletons shown?

How does this animal move? How does 
its skeleton help it move this way?

TURTLE

FROG

WHALE

PARROT

SNAKE


