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FROGTASTIC FUN 
After students read “Wonderful World of Frogs,” pages 
6–11, have them take turns sharing interesting facts about 
frogs. Then invite children to use their knowledge about 
frogs to complete the Froggy Sentences student page. 

Spring is a great time to see and hear all kinds of frogs. 
If there is a pond or stream near your school, check it out 
as a class. Try to visit the same location several times 
throughout the spring and track the changes you observe. 
The first time, you might hear frogs singing to attract a 
mate. Later, you may spot clumps of eggs in the water. After 
that, you might see tadpoles hatching and growing into new 
frogs. Have students record their observations. Click here 
to download a reproducible record sheet.

MORE ABOUT T. REX 
Invite the class to discover the latest news about T. rex, 
by reading “The Real T. rex,” pages 14–19. Then have 
students make concept maps to organize what they have 
learned. Click here to download a basic map, or for fun, 
make your own maps in the shape of a T. rex. Encourage 
students to use the facts in their concept maps to complete 
the Truth About T. rex student page.

End the lesson by visiting https://rangerrick.org/
rr_videos/james-gurney/ to see how artist James Gurney 
brought T. rex back to life through his illustrations for this 
article.

ARBOR DAY ACTIVITIES
This year, Arbor Day is April 26. J. Sterling Morton 
founded the day in 1872 as a special time to plant trees 
and acknowledge their importance. Today, trees are more 
important than ever—for people as well as for wildlife. 

After the class reads “Thank a Tree,” pages 20–25, have 
each student select a tree of his or her choice and write a 
thank-you note to it, citing some of the good things the 
tree provides to wildlife and people. All notes should follow 
the structure of a good letter—starting with a heading 
and followed by a greeting, body, closing, and signature. 
Ask each child to include a picture of his or her tree with 
the species name printed under it.  Display the notes and 
artwork on a bulletin board with the title “Thank You, 
Trees!”

If circumstances allow, have the class plant some trees on 
the school grounds and learn how to maintain them. Click 
here to download a step-by-step planting guide.  Other 
fun Arbor Day activities appear on pages 24–25 of this issue 
of Ranger Rick.

BEE-FRIENDLY PROJECTS
After students read “The Buzz Puzzle,” pages 26–28, 
discuss the following:

•  What is pollination?
•  Name some animals that are pollinators.
•  What is a native bee? Name some native bees.
•  Is a honey bee a native bee? Explain.
•  Why are native bees important pollinators?
•  What challenges do native bees face?
•  How can people help them?
Have students select at least one bee-friendly project they

can do as a class. Some possibilities: (1) build bumble bee 
nests out of flowerpots, (2) plant a garden of native flowers 
in the schoolyard, and (3) help scientists study bumble 
bees by counting and photographing them for Bumble Bee 
Watch. For more information about these three projects, see 
Ranger Rick’s Field Notes on page 28.
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“Wonderful World of Frogs,” pages 6–11, is all about frogs.  
Use what you learned from the article to write a frog fact about 
each topic below. Be sure to use complete sentences.

WONDERFUL WORLD OF

They have big eyes and big mouths. They hop.  

They plop. They come in all shapes, sizes, and colors. 

Welcome to the . . .

DANTÉ FENOLIO/SCIENCE SOURCE (6-7T); CYRIL RUOSO/BIOSPHOTO (6B);  

RITTMEYER/GTPHOTO (6 INSET); DOUG WECHSLER/ANIMALS ANIMALS (7B)

IT TAKES ALL KINDS
Frogs of one kind or another 

live just about anywhere. 

You’ll find them in towns 

and countrysides; in woods, 

meadows, and, of course, 

wetlands; even on mountains 

and in deserts. And each kind 

is especially suited to its par-

goliath frog of western Africa 

to a fly-sized frog found on 

an island of the South Pacific. 

This tiny frog is so recently 

discovered, it doesn’t yet have 

a common name.

FROG OR TOAD?
People often think of frogs 

as having long, lean legs for 

leaping and smooth, thin skin. 

They also assume frogs usually 

live in or near water. In con-

trast, people describe toads  

as having short, squat legs for 

hopping and tough, bumpy 

skin. They also say toads live 

mostly on dry land. All that is 

pretty much OK to believe. 

But the truth is, toads are 

frogs, too—just frogs of a 

certain sort.

ticular home and lifestyle.

That’s why it’s no surprise 

that different kinds of frogs 

can look and act so differ-

ently. Size-wise, for example, 

they vary from the cat-sized 

The white-lined leaf frog 
of the Amazon rainforest 
is not a jumper. It gets 
around by walking along 
tree limbs.

Compare the world’s largest 
frog (goliath frog) at right with 
the world’s smallest frog sitting 
on a dime (small photo).

Toads—including the common 
American toad at right—are 
basically just lumpy, bumpy, 
dumpy frogs.

by Ellen Lambeth
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Read  “The Real T. rex,” pages 14–19. Then list three interesting 
facts about T. rex.
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T. REX
THE REAL

But today’s T. rex isn’t the same one your 

grandparents knew. Its image has changed a lot 

over time, going from a sluggish, pea-brained 

tail-dragger to the speedy, intelligent star of 

the Jurassic Park movies. So what’s the truth 

about Tyrannosaurus rex? Well, it’s actually 

somewhere in between.

BONING UP
If you live in the western half of the United 

States, a T. rex may once have roamed around 

what is now your backyard! The first T. rex fossil 

was discovered in Montana in 1900. (Fossils are 

the preserved remains of ancient living things.) 

Since then, parts of more than 50 T. rexes have 

been found. That’s given scientists a lot of fossils 

to examine for more clues about this amazing 

animal. And new ways of studying that use 

X-rays, high-powered microscopes, and comput-

ers have given us the most complete picture yet 

of the real T. rex.

by Kathy Kranking; art by James Gurney

It’s not your grandparents’ Tyrannosaurus!

Bursting out of the forest, a  

T. rex is on the hunt. It may be after a 

Triceratops, a duck-billed dinosaur, or 

even another T. rex!

P
eople have always been obsessed 

with Tyrannosaurus rex—T. rex, for 

short. And why wouldn’t they be? 

With a body the length of a school bus, 

a head longer than you are tall, and a 

mouth full of gigantic sharp teeth, T. rex 

is big, bad, and super cool!

WATCH IT!
Scan this code to see how  
the artist created the amazing 
paintings in this story.

Now, create a multiple-choice quiz using the three facts above.

BONUS CHALLENGE: Trade quizzes with a 
friend and see if the two of you can “ace” each 
other’s quiz.
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