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HORSESHOE CRABS 
Read “Here Come the Horseshoes!” pages 14–19. Then 
discuss the following with your students:

•  Look at the map on page 17. Do horseshoe crabs live 
near you?

•  Why does the story focus on the crabs in Delaware Bay 
instead of on one of the other places where they live?

•  What do you think would happen to red knots if all the 
horseshoe crabs disappeared?

•  What do you think might happen to horseshoe crabs if 
red knots became extinct?

•  What do you think people should do to try to stop the 
decline of horseshoe crabs and red knots?

If you live near the Atlantic coast, go looking for 
horseshoe crabs! Send students on a search for evidence 
of the food web in action. Do they see crabs? Crab eggs? 
Birds? What about other animals that could eat them or be 
eaten by them?

If looking for horseshoe crabs isn’t an option, you could 
go to any shore—or any wild place—and look for signs of 
other food webs. Have students record their observations 
and then try to construct a web diagram that shows 
connections between some of the animals based on what 
they eat. Below is a sample diagram.

CAMPING IN DIFFERENT HABITATS 
After students have read “Gone Camping,” pages 22–25, 
point out that wildlife have all the “natural gear” they need 
to survive outdoors, but people need to take along special 
equipment when they spend a few days in the wild. As a 
class, make a list of all the equipment students would need 
to camp out in a nearby park for a weekend. Next to each 
item, note how it aids in survival.

Now divide the students into four groups. Assign each 
group one of the following habitats: desert, ocean, prairie, 
arctic tundra. Have the groups conduct research on their 
habitats in order to answer the following: 

•  If you were going to camp out for a few days in your 
assigned habitat, what would you need to take with you?

When all four groups have completed their research and 
lists, have them present their findings to the class, including 
characteristics of their habitats and how each item listed 
would help them survive during a camp-out there.

GREAT AMERICAN CAMPOUT
Encourage students and their families to join a 
nationwide camping celebration this summer called 
the Great American Campout. Visit online at nwf.org/
campout for more information. Young campers who 
want to photograph their campouts may enjoy recording 
information about their favorite photos on copies of the 
Camping Photo Shoot student page.

DRAGONFLIES
Have students read “Superfly,” pages 30–35 and then use 
what they learned from the story to complete the Hovering 
on Dragonflies student page.
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If you go camping this summer, be sure to take along a camera 
to photograph your surroundings. Photographers often jot 
down notes to help them remember what they saw, where they 
saw it, and what was especially interesting about their shots. 
The form below can help you describe the photos you take. 
Make additional copies of this page if you want to describe lots 
of your photographs.
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GONE CAMPING
Dust off your hiking boots. 

Air out your sleeping bag.

It’s time for a Great 

American Campout!

No tent? No problem! Build this 

simple shelter with just a rope,  

an old blanket, a sheet, a few rocks, 
and two trees!

1.  Tie a rope as high as your shoulders 
from one tree to another.

2.  Lay an old blanket on the ground 
under the rope as shown.

3.   Drape a sheet over the rope. 
Make half of the sheet fall on 
each side.

4.  On each side, pull the edge of the 
sheet to the edge of the blanket. 
Place rocks along both edges to 
hold down the sheet.

DIAGRAMS BY GREG HUDSON

HENGLEIN & STEETS/CULTURA/AURORA/CAVAN (20T); GREGG VIGNAL/ALAMY (20B);  

STEPHEN LUX/CULTURA RM/ALAMY (21M); BUITEN-BEELD/ALAMY (21BL); JON MULLEN/ALAMY (21BR)
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NNo matter where you live, there’s bound to 

be a good place to camp that’s not very far 

from home. Maybe it’s at a campground in a 

local park or national forest. Or maybe it’s in a 

grassy corner of your own backyard. You can 

have fun camping almost anywhere!
This summer, be part of a nationwide camping 

celebration called the Great American Campout. The 

event is sponsored by the National Wildlife Federation, the 

group that publishes Ranger Rick. To participate, go online 

at rangerrick.org/campout and take a pledge to camp 

out sometime this summer—under the stars or in a tent, a 

cabin, an RV, a tree house, you name it! More than a million 

people are expected to sign up.

Are you a first-time camper? On the Great American 

Campout website, you’ll find lots of helpful tips for 

beginners, including how to pick a good camping site and 

what to pack for your adventure.

To make your campout extra memorable, hike on over to 

the next few pages for some nature-friendly activities.
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by Ellen Lambeth

SuperFly!SuperFly!
The dragonfly is a mighty hunter that 

rules the sky. You have nothing to fear 

yourself, of course—unless 
you’re an insect, too.

              Zips along at up to 35 miles  

            per hour.

             Can carry more than twice

           its own weight in flight.

DragonFly FeatS oF Flight

             Flies up, down, forward, backward, 

            sideways, and upside down.

            Can glide, change direction in a flash,   

          come to a complete halt from 

   top speed, or hover for a 

minute or more.

JEEPERS, WHAT 
PEEPERS! 
Huge, wrap-around eyes 

can see in every direction 

at once. Each eye has up 

to 30,000 tiny lenses. This 

gives dragonflies the best 

vision in the insect world.
GRABBY LEGS 
A dragonfly uses its spiny 

front legs to form a net that 

scoops up prey right out of 

the air. Flies, mosquitoes, 

bees, butterflies, and even 

other dragonflies are often 

on the menu. 

MIGHTY WINGS 
Up to half a dragonfly’s body is made up of 

muscles that power its four wings. The wings can 

move together or separately. All this makes the 

dragonfly an acrobat in the air—and the world’s 

fastest flying insect!

HOME, WET HOME 

Dragonflies get their start in life 

underwater (see next page). So a 

good place to look for the flying 

adults is around a pond, lake, 

stream, river, marsh, swamp, 

or bog.
MARK A. CHAPPELL/GTPHOTO (30-31); 
THOMAS MARENT/MINDEN PICTURES (30B); 
KIM TAYLOR/WARREN PHOTOGRAPHIC (31B) <
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Use what you discovered  from  reading “Superfly,” pages  
30–35, to answer these questions about dragonflies.
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Is “Superfly” a good title for this article? Why or why not?

How would you describe a dragonfly to someone who has never seen one?

Where is a good place to find dragonflies?

How is a dragonfly like a helicopter?

What is a dragonfly nymph?

How does a dragonfly nymph use its lower lip to get a meal?

Why do you think some people call dragonflies “mosquito hawks”?


