that spins like a helicopter blade r 7 R PARACHUTERS
as the seed falls to the ground. ‘
This helps the seed travel away
from the tree where it grew.
Elms, ashes, and other trees
have seeds with wings, too.

Some seeds have fine, silky
hairs. These hairs can catch
a breeze and carry the seeds
through the air. Dandelions,
milkweeds, and other plants
use these “parachutes” to
drift—possibly for hours.

Seeds are travelers. They
have their bags all packed
with what they need to

FLOATERS
Water is almost always going

Try this: Toss a winged seed

: I Each up in the air and watch it whirl
Rl Rislln s R S and twirl down. How far away | somewhere. Seeds that float

one seeks only a patch dozs i kimGh can bob all the way to a new

of soil to call its own. But TN DU TSI U PP ON home. Coconuts are famous for
seeds don’t hop on a bus long-distance drifting, but many
or a plane when it’s time to seeds use water to move.

take the trip of a lifetime. \ 2
Instead, their transportation
is built right in. How many of
these different kinds of seed
travelers can you find?

Try this: When you find a
seed with a hairy parachute,
huff, puff, and see if you can
blow the seed far away!

l : Try this: Can you find a seed
- that floats? Toss it in some water
and see if it works as a boat!

Try this: Touch one of these
seedpods and, if it’s just-right
ripe, watch the seeds fly!

Try this: Find a tree full of nuts.
Count how many squirrels are
busy with the harvest. Are any
burying nuts in the ground?

Now 'H-na‘f‘you're inthe know

about seeds on the go, you'll see

seed travelers e\/erywlnere.’
Try this: Have burs come home

Hey. don’t stuck to you? Or to your dog?
£ ry; et us! Use a magnifying glass for a
close-up look at the tiny hooks

of these hitchhikers.

Try this: Look on trees and
shrubs for colorful berries or

fruits. Open them up to find
the seeds inside.




