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SQUID STUFF 
Reinforce what students learned from reading “The Scoop 
on Squids,” pages 14–19, by assigning the Fill in the 
Details student page. Then try one of these class projects:

• �Make a squid mobile with a cone of paper for the 
body, streamers for the eight arms, and two longer 
streamers for the feeding tentacles. Alternative: Make 
the body out of a balloon and let out the air to simulate 
the way a squid moves via jet propulsion.

• �Use chalk to draw the outline of a life-size giant squid 
(up to 50 feet long) on a blacktop or cement surface 
and have students see how many children can fit inside.

TRAVELING SEEDS
Read about the ways that seeds travel to new places in 
“Seeds Get Around,” pages 20–21. Then take students 
outside to look for various types of seeds. Have children 
collect samples and use what they find to create a field 
guide or mini-museum that illustrates and explains the 
different seed dispersal strategies.

BACKYARD SNAKES 
After students read this month’s Ranger Rick Adventures, 
pages 27–29, have them disuss the following:

• �Why are snakes some of the most important wildlife 
that we can attract to our gardens? 

Now call attention to the story’s title, “Stumping 
for Snakes,” and tell children that sometimes the word 
stumping means to travel around making speeches for 
something. Ask why this is a good title for the story. Then 
suggest students compose and deliver their own “stump 
speeches” in support of snakes.

Point out to children that if a snake shows up in a 
backyard, it means the yard is a healthy ecosystem that is 
helping all kinds of wildlife. Just the same, we shouldn’t 
encourage snakes to get inside our homes. End the lesson 
by discussing tips for keeping snakes outside and avoiding 
any conflicts with them. For a helpful list, go online at 
https://blog.nwf.org/2014/07/eliminating-snakes-in-
your-yard/.

WHERE BISON ROAM 
After students read “Better with Bison,” pages 30–35, use 
the following as discussion questions or writing prompts:

• How are bison like gardeners?
• �Why do some birds like to nest where bison have 

roamed?
• �What is bison dung, and why do so many prairie plants 

and animals rely on it?
• How do bison help bring water to the Great Plains?
• How do bison help other animals find food in winter?
• �Why had bison almost vanished from prairies by the 

1900s? 
• �Why is it important to help bring bison back to the 

Great Plains?
Now have children use what they’ve learned about bison 

to complete the How Bison Help student page.
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SQU DS

Sure, squids are squishy and 

squiggly. But that’s no reason 

to be squeamish about them! 

They’re also brainy 
animals that can move 
by jet power, make 
themselves disappear, 
and even “talk” to 
each other!
 Keep reading for more 
scoop on squids!

Do squids make you squirm? 
If so, maybe you don’t know enough 
about these amazing animals!
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Two bigfin reef squids ripple 
their fins as they swim along.

The bobtail squid comes out to 
hunt at night. During the day, it 
stays partly buried in the sand.

The piglet squid has a 
rounded body like that of 
a small pig! This squid is 
mostly see-through and 
often swims upside down.

The cockeyed 
squid has a big eye 
that faces up and 
a smaller eye that 
faces down!

by Kathy Kranking

big eye

MAIN IDEA DETAILS

Squids belong to a 
group of animals called 
cephalopods.

Squids are well equipped 
for hunting.

Squids have tricky skin.

Squids have an amazing 
way of getting around.

Read “The Scoop on Squid,” pages 14–19. Then complete the 
chart below by supplying details that support each main idea. 
Use complete sentences.
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Read “Better with Bison,” pages 30–35, to learn how bison help 
provide wildlife with food, water, shelter, and other important 
things. Use what you discover to complete the chart below.  
(The first one in done for you.)

HOW BISON HELP

30

31

BETTER
WITH
BISON

by Kate Hofmann

Millions of American 

bison once roamed the 

Great Plains. Now these 

massive animals are 

returning, and they’re 

bringing big changes to 

the landscape—changes  

that help many other  

animals and plants thrive.

IN 1800, North 

America was home 

to more than 40 

million bison. By 

1900, European 

settlers had hunted 

so many that just 

a few hundred 

were left. It was a 

huge loss. American 

bison are the largest land 

mammals in North America, 

and their importance is even 

bigger than they are. That’s 

why people are trying to bring 

them back to places where 

they once roamed.

Why are American bison so 

important? Here are just a few 

reasons:
•  Bison graze their way 

across the plains, eating 

grasses and trampling 

the soil with their heavy 

hooves. The soil gets 

churned up and holds 

water better, making it 

easier for plants to grow. 

•  As a bison grazes, it 

poops—a lot! Every day, 

the average bison leaves 

behind as much as three 

gallons of dung. The dung 

is good fertilizer, full of 

nutrients that feed plants. 

•   Bison spread seeds, too. 

Seeds stick to their fur and 

then drop off somewhere 

new. Seeds eaten by the 

bison in one place come 

out in the bison’s dung in 

a new place. And as they 

roam, their hooves “plant” 

seeds by pushing them 

into the soil.
Turn the page to discover 

even more important things 

bison do.
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where bison roam today

Bring on the bison dung!

Grasses and wildflowers 

grow better with help  
from bison.

Bison leave deep hoofprints.

ANIMALS/PLANTS HOW BISON HELP THEM SURVIVE

Toads

Grasses and Wildflowers

Prairie Dogs

Dung Beetles

Pronghorn

Sandhill Cranes

Toads find shelter under dried-out bison dung. And 
sometimes toads lay eggs in wallows formed by bison.




