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HORNBILL ACTIVITIES 
In “Hooked on Hornbills,” pages 6–11, students learn 
that one of the strangest things about hornbills is the way 
most of them raise their families. Help children review this 
process and other information in the article by completing 
the Holed Up student page.

Then direct children’s attention to the photo of the 
ground hornbill on the top of page 9. Explain that ground 
hornbills hunt in groups and use their big bills to catch 
their prey. Play a tag game in which a few students are 
ground hornbills and the rest are prey. In order for the 
hornbills to catch their food, they must work together, 
with two or more hornbills tagging a “prey” student at the 
same time. Once caught this way, the prey goes to an area 
designated as the “dining room.” The game ends when the 
hornbills catch all the prey, and the last students caught 
become hornbills in the next round. For extra fun, make 
big-bill masks for the hornbills to wear.

MORE CREEPY GREENHOUSES
Extend the eerie fun students had reading “Welcome to 
the Creepy Greenhouse” pages 12–17 by suggesting 
they draw their own creepy greenhouses. Inside their 
houses, have children draw pictures of four to five creepy 
plants. These should be real plants, but not ones that 
appeared in the Ranger Rick article.

Online research will lead kids to these and other fun 
plants: red spider lily, bat flower, strangleweed, Japanese 
blood grass, cockscomb, Dracula orchid, and ghost plant. 
Students should label their plants and be able to tell one 
fun fact about each plant they include in their greenhouses.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
It’s true that Tasmanian devils can be fierce little fighters 
when threatened, but when students read “What the 
Devil?” pages 18–21, they will discover that these animals 
are rare, special little animals that could use our help. Have 
students write letters to the editor (in a Tasmanian devil’s 
voice) seeking to improve the animal’s image and get 
needed support from people. The Dear Editor student page 
will walk children through an editorial-writing process.

SQUIRRELLY FUN 
Squirrel observations don’t have to stop after students 
complete the checklist in “Spy on Squirrels,” page 22. Try 
this additional activity in your schoolyard:

1.  In the bottom of a pumpkin, cut a hole big enough 
for a squirrel to squeeze through. Leave in most of the 
seeds and stringy material.

2.  Carve jack-o’-lantern features into one side.
3.  Twist an eye screw into the stem-end of the pumpkin.
4.  Tie a piece of rope to the eye. Then tie the other end 

to the branch of a tree or another tall object. (The 
pumpkin bottom should be about 10 inches off the 
ground.) Get ready for a good laugh!

SCHOOLYARD BEAR HUNT 
After students read “Everywhere Bears,” pages 28–
31, follow the six steps on page 31 for hunting down 
tardigrades (“water bears”) in your schoolyard ore nearby 
park. Photograph students performing each step and have 
children draw sketches of any tardigrades they detect under 
the microscope. Use the photos and sketches to create a 
bulletin board chronicling your schoolyard bear hunt.
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by Ellen Lambeth; photos by Tim Laman
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It’s a male rhinoceros hornbill, 

delivering a mousy meal to 

his mate or a growing chick. 

Meanwhile, three others of its 

kind perch high in a tree in 

their rainforest home (left). 

The rhinoceros hornbill 

is just one of nearly 60 spe-

cies of hornbills in the world. 

Different kinds live in differ-

ent parts of tropical Asia and 

Africa (see map on page 11). 

The body of the smallest spe-

cies is about as long as a ruler, 

while the largest can be longer 

than a yardstick. The feathers 

of most come in patterns of 

black, white, gray, or brown. 

But their heads can be very 

colorful. Speaking of which, 

see that weird reddish thing 

on each bird’s head? That’s 

a huge clue you’re looking at 

a hornbill! Turn the page for 

more on that—and for the rest 

of the story.

HOOKED
ON

What’s that big black-and-white bird 
flying in overhead?

MAIN IDEA DETAILS

One of the strangest things about hornbills is the way most of 
them raise their families. Below are the different steps they 
take, but the steps are all mixed up. Put them in order by 
adding the numbers 1–6 in front of the statements. The first 
one is done for you.

A hornbill pair finds a hole (usually in a tree).

Only a narrow slit is left unsealed. It is just big enough to pass food through.

After mating, the hornbill couple seals up the hole with mud and other 
things—with the mother bird inside.

Meanwhile, Dad stays busy bringing Mom and chicks meals. The family’s 
survival depends entirely on him.

Mom stays holed up in this predator-proof nest for months, caring for her 
eggs and then her chicks.

The pair makes a nest inside the hole.

What is causing problems for hornbills today?

What could people do to help hornbills?
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Pretend you are a Tasmanian devil. Write a letter to the editor 
of a newspaper, explaining that people should appreciate you 
and other Tasmanian devils more. Then encourage people to 
act on that appreciation.

DEAR EDITOR
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DEVIL?DEVIL?
WHAT THEWHAT THE by Hannah Schardt

photos by Suzi Eszterhas

With its massive mouth full of 

big, sharp teeth, the Tasmanian 

devil at right looks a little scary. 

But it’s really just trying to say 

to a person who is coming too 

close, Back off! I’M the one 

who’s scared.

Tasmanian devils do have 

something to worry about. Only 

about 5,000 of them remain in 

the wild, all on the Australian 

island of Tasmania (taz-MAY-

nee-uh, see map). Just a few 

years ago, they were in danger 

of disappearing altogether. But 

now, people in Australia are 

working hard to make sure that 

doesn’t happen. To find out how, 

turn the page.

This fierce-looking 

Australian mammal has a 

devil of a name—and faces 

a devil of a problem!

After its mom died, the 
young Tasmanian devil at 
left was raised by workers 
at a wildlife sanctuary.

Tasmania

ASIA

AUSTRALIA

ANTARCTICA

Follow these steps in your letter:
1. Say that you’d like more respect from people.
2. Tell why you deserve respect, giving examples.
3.  Explain how your species is in trouble and how you could use some help.

Dear Editor :

Sincerely,


