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EDUCATIONAL EXTENSIONS FOR THE FEBRUARY 2020 ISSUE OF RANGER RICK® MAGAZINE

BIRD GIFTS 
Introduce “Will U B Mine?” pages 5–10, by pointing out 
that gift-giving is a big part of Valentine’s Day. Ask students:

•  What are some gifts that people give each other to say, 
“Be my valentine?”

•  Would those be good gifts for a male bird to give a female 
bird? What might make better gifts?

Invite children to learn more about “good” bird gifts by 
reading the article. Afterward, have the class describe some of 
these gifts. Then wrap up the lesson by asking:

•  How might gift-gifting help a female bird select a mate?

YEAR OF THE RAT
The year 2020 is the “Year of the Rat.” Ask students if they 
know why. (For nearly 5000 years, the Chinese culture has 
organized time in a cycle of 12 years. Each of the 12 years is 
represented by an animal that embodies unique qualities. 2020 
is the Year of the Rat.)

Explain that people born in the Year of the Rat are 
believed to possess certain rat-like qualities. Ask students 
to guess what some of these qualities might be. List their 
suggestions on the board or chart paper.

After students have read “Oh, Rats!” pages 18–23, 
ask them to use what they have just learned about rats to 
improve their list of rat qualities. Then ask a student to 
look up the traditional description of this Chinese zodiac 
animal and read it aloud. Compare the official description 
with the class’s list. How closely do they match?

ARCTIC EXPLORATIONS 
After reading “Arctic Outpost, pages 12–17, help students 
enhance their comprehension of the article by completing 
the Fill in the Details student page.

Then have students write their own Arctic adventures, 
using the following writing prompt:

•  If you could visit the North Pole this year, what is the 

first thing you would like to do there?
Encourage children to illustrate their stories and 

enter the illustrations in Ranger Rick’s “On Top of the 
World!” contest. Thirty winners will have their artwork 
photographed at the North Pole! For contest details, see 
rangerrick.org/NorthPole.

DOLPHIN ADVENTURES 
Have students read this month’s Ranger Rick Adventures 
called “Star Power,” pages 24–26. Then ask:

• Where do the Irrawaddy dolphins in the adventure live?
• Why are they in trouble?
• How can people help the dolphins?
Invite students to write a newspaper interview with an 

Irrawaddy river dolphin. Encourage them to use information 
from this month’s adventure story as well as from other 
sources. The interview questions listed in the Interview 
with a Dolphin student page can guide children through 
the process, or children can write their own questions for an 
Irrawaddy to answer.

LEAP IT UP! 
The year 2020 is a leap year—the perfect time to celebrate 
animals that leap. Jump-start your celebration by having 
students complete the Leap Year games in “Just 4 Fun,” 
pages 33–35.

Afterward, ask children to identify some reasons animals 
leap (e.g., to get past obstacles, to escape predators, to catch 
prey, to impress mates, for fun). Then have each student 
choose a leaping animal and do some research on its leaping 
skills. As a class, determine which animal leaps the greatest 
distance, as well as which one leaps the farthest relative to 
its size. 

Now do some leaping of your own. How far can 
individual students leap, and how far can the class go if 
students add all of their leaps together?
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ucked near the tip of north-

eastern Greenland, Station 

Nord is 1,000 miles above 

the Arctic Circle and only about 

575 miles from the North Pole. It 

can feel like a million miles from 

anywhere! (See map on page 15.)

 Food, fuel, and other supplies 

arrive on big military planes. To get 

to the station, most of the scien-

tists fly to the nearest town, which 

is on an island about 450 miles 

away. Then they hire a small plane 

to fly themselves and their gear to 

the remote spot in Greenland. 

Place of Extremes
 Summer is the mildest time to be 

at Station Nord, so it’s the season 

when most scientists visit. The 

snow melts, and the sun is up all 

the time! But even in summer’s 

endless light, the temperature usu-

ally ranges from 30° to 40° F, and it 

can get very windy. 

 During the  
winter, conditions 

are much harsher. 

The average high temper-

ature in the winter months is 

below zero! Storms with winds 

over 45 miles per hour are com-

mon and can create wind chill 

temperatures of -50° F or colder. 

And then there’s the light issue. 

The sun doesn’t rise above the 

horizon for almost four 

months. That means  

it’s only twilight at the  

brightest time of “day”  

during much of that time.  

And for two of those months, 

it’s totally dark all the time.

by Luise Woelflein; photos by Esther Horvath

Every spring, a dozen 
or so scientists arrive 
at Station Nord near 

the North Pole to study 
changes in the Earth’s 

climate. The small 
military and science 

research base can feel 
very isolated. But two 

dogs make great com-
pany for the visiting 

scientists—and 
for six soldiers 
who live there 
all year long.

          Winging It: In the photo 

       above, a research plane 
   measuring sea-ice thickness 
casts its shadow on the ice. 
       The large plane below flies in 

          food, fuel, and other supplies.

Arctic BFFs. It’s hard to tell 

who’s happier getting and giving love 

at Station Nord: soldier or dog?

T
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Read “Arctic Outpost,” pages 12–17. Then complete the chart 
below by writing details that support each main idea.

MAIN IDEA DETAILS

Station Nord can feel 
very isolated.

The Arctic is a place  
of extremes.

Conditions in the Arctic 
are changing rapidly.

Scientists at Station 
Nord are trying to 
understand these 
changes.

Greenland dogs play 
an important role at 
Station Nord.
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Ranger Rick and 
Scarlett are 
hanging out in 
Rick’s tree house. 

A few weeks later…

Recently, 
we dolphins have

 become celebrities. 
And the more people get 

to know us, the more they 
want to protect us. I was 

hoping you could help 
with publicity—maybe 

put ME in your 
magazine!

Star PowerStar PowerStar Power
STORY BY RHONDA LUCAS DONALD, ART BY THE CHARACTERSHOP

Cambodia 
is in Asia, 

right? Cool. 
I’m in!

Hey, folks! 
Welcome to the 
Mekong River.

Thanks, 
Davi. These are 

my friends 
Scarlett and 

Reggie.
What a 

beautiful 
river!

So, how’s it 
going, Davi?

They 
sure are, 

thanks to my 
star power!

Dara’s 
right. We’re doing 

a little better, 
thanks to people 

who care.

Like those river 
guards looking out 

for bad ways of 
fishing.

Um, 
everybody, this 

is Dara.

Star 
power?

Let’s ask 
Reggie Otter to 

join us. He’s always 
up for a river 

adventure.

I just got a 
text message from 

Davi, an Irrawaddy river 
dolphin in Cambodia. 

She’s inviting us 
            to visit.

We’ve had 
some hard times, 

but things are 
looking up!
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Davi explains that poisonous waste 
from mining and other industries often 
pollutes the water. Also, some fishermen 

use electricity to stun and catch lots of 

fish at once. That leaves fewer fish for 
dolphins to eat.

HELP!

Hmm. I just 
remembered 

something. There 
may be a way to use 
your star power in 

an even better 
way, Dara.

An article in my 
magazine talked about how 
fishermen in the country of 

Myanmar work WITH dolphins’ 
natural hunting skills 

to fish. 

They catch many 
more fish with the 
dolphins’ help than 

without it.

But one
of the biggest 

threats is…

Must dash. 
Can’t keep my 
fans waiting!

Our 
numbers have 

grown over the past 
few years. But we still 

face problems.

Uh-oh!

Hang on, 
Dara! Help is 
on the way!

Is this what you 
were trying to tell 
us about, Davi?

Yes. Dara 
got tangled in a 
gill net. Gill nets 
are a big problem 

for us. They’re 
illegal, but some 
fishermen still 

use them.

Thanks! I 
thought I was a 

goner.

Can’t lose 
our star!

Directions: The River Life Times has asked you to interview an 
Irrawaddy river dolphin. Use what you learned in this month’s 
Ranger Rick Adventures as well as information from other 
sources to complete the following interview.

1

2

3

4

5

Where do you live?

What do you like most about your home?

How are you different from other kinds of dolphins?

How’s life treating you these days? What are your biggest challenges?

How could people make your life easier?

INTERVIEW HEADLINE

BY
(YOUR NAME)


