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GECKO TRADING CARDS 
From their sticky feet to their loud lizard voices, geckos are 
amazing creatures. Using baseball cards as a model, have 
students create a set of “gecko cards” using the geckos found 
in the story “8 Great Gecko Surprises,” on pages 6-11. 
If needed, children can use other primary and secondary 
sources to gather information. For each gecko, students will 
need to identify:

• the common and scientific names
• where it’s found
• what it likes to eat 
• unique characteristics
• its predators 
•  its species status (For example: least concern, 

threatened, or endangered.)
Provide children with an opportunity to share their work.

COUNTDOWN 3–2–1!
In “Boo at the Zoo,” pages 14-17, we saw what zoo 
animals do when they’re hungry, bored, or just plain curious. 
Ask students to reflect on and be prepared to share: 

• When you’re hungry, what’s your favorite snack?
• When you’re bored, what’s your favorite activity?
• What is something you’re curious about?

TASK 1: Invite students to pair up and share their 
responses. 
TASK 2: With students back at their desks, have each 
child fold a sheet of notebook paper into thirds and cut the 
sections apart. On each section of paper, students will write 
a response to one of the questions above. 
TASK 3: Count down from three. When you say “one,” have 
all students hold up their papers. Tell them to look around 
to see whether other students share the same favorite snack, 
favorite activity, or thing they’re curious about.

SCIENCE IN THE WILD 
After reading “Wolverines” on pages 22-27, work with 
students to learn more about how scientists study different 
animals in the wild. Include animals from the five vertebrate 
classes of animals: birds, fish, reptiles, mammals, and 
amphibians.  Investigation questions can include:

• How is the animal safely trapped?
•  What information are scientists gathering while the 

animal is trapped?
•  What are the different types of tracking technology 

used?
• What does the technology tell scientists?
     

HAPPY ENDINGS
Sometimes wildlife can get a bad rap. After reading, 
“Scared? Don’t Be!” on pages 32-35, students learn 
that some so-called “scary” animals are actually lovable, 
amazing creatures. Have students brainstorm children’s 
stories where wild animals are portrayed as scary, mean, 
or dangerous characters (for example, the wolf in The 
Three Little Pigs). Instruct students to choose one story for 
which they will write a new story summary, reimagining 
the scary, mean, or dangerous animal as a confident, kind, 
or brave animal. Allow time for students to share their 
summaries.
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STREAM HEALTH: LITTER AUDIT
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Just like Ranger Rick and his friends, we want to make sure our streams, 
creeks, ponds, lakes, rivers, and coasts are litter-free! Visit a local waterway 
and conduct a “litter audit” of the waste most commonly found in and around 
water ecosystems.

Buddy up and wear gloves and closed-toed shoes. Safety first!

According to your teacher’s instructions, collect litter you come across. Use a litter 
grabber or gloved hands to pick up the trash and place it in a garbage bag.

Sort the collection by type and insert the total number of each item found in the 
chart below.
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Ranger Rick, Scarlett, and 
Boomer have just arrived at Stony 
Stream in Deep Green Wood.

I can’t believe 
this mess! It hasn’t even 
been that long since we 
picked up trash here the 

last time. 

 Good thing we 
brought plenty of 

trash bags.
I’ll 

say!

Bottles, 
cups, cans, 

plastic bags…

I feel bad for all the 
animals that live in the 
stream or get food or 

water here. 

We’ve done 
some good work! 

Let’s just go a little 
farther before we finish 

for the day. 

Hey, I 
see people 

ahead. 

Yuck!

It just keeps 
coming.

Wind blows it from 
that big parking lot 

nearby. And rain washes 
it down, too.

 I’m going 
to take some 

pictures before 
we clean it

 all up.

SO MANY 
plastic bags.

People 
can be so 
careless!

Save Our StreamSave Our StreamSave Our Stream
STORY BY KATE HOFMANN; ART BY THE CHARACTERSHOP

Even worse, 
rain washes oil and 

other chemicals we can’t 
see off the land and 

into the stream.

A little while later…
Maybe if we 

show people your 
photos, they’ll stop 

dumping all this stuff 
that ends up in

 the stream.

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

CIGARETTE BUTTS

BOTTLE CAPS

6–PACK RINGS

SANDWICH BAGS

MICRO–PLASTICS

FISHING LINE/NETS

BALLOONS

CANS

PLASTIC WARE

CAN TABS

LIGHTERS

PLASTIC BOTTLES

PLASTIC LIDS

TIRES

STRAWS

STYROFOAM

GROCERY SACKS



TRUE OR FALSE:
STATE YOUR CASE!
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These cold-climate 

creatures are true 

survivors. But a 
warming planet may 

put them at risk.

by Anne Cissel

THE SUPERHERO WOLVERINE in the X-Men 

movies fights bad guys with sharp claws, a muscular 

body, and a ferocious attitude. The REAL wolverine 

has all that and more, making it one of the toughest 

mammals in the world. 

See those big paws? They are like built-in 

snowshoes that help the wolverine walk on top of the 

snow. And that thick fur protects it from extremely 

cold temperatures. You can glimpse some of its 

teeth here, too—but more on those later! Turn 

the page to find out about other wolverine 

superpowers.

SERGEY GORSHKOV/NATUREPL.COM

where wolverines live

ASIA

NORTHNORTH
AMERICAAMERICA

CANADA

Alaska
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A changing climate will affect wolverine populations. Analyze 
the graph and use what you learned in “Wolverines,” pages 
22–27 to answer the questions below. Use evidence to justify 
(support) your response.

1

3

2

TRUE OR FALSE: As the climate changes, the temperature and snowfall scenario shown in 
the graph above would benefit wolverine populations.

TRUE OR FALSE: Wolverine babies, or kits, need protection from very cold temperatures.

TRUE OR FALSE: The warmest temperatures produce the greatest snowfall.

1. False. On page 27, scientists say warmer temperatures will reduce the amount of snow that falls on 
wolverine habitat. Wolverines live in cold climates and need deep snow to survive. 
2. False. According to the graph, the warmest temperature, just under 34 F°, will produce the fewest 
inches of snowfall.
3. True. Wolverines thrive in cold temperatures and deep snow. But they seek protection from extreme 
cold by taking shelter in the dens they build (page 25).
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