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EDUCATIONAL EXTENSIONS FOR THE AUGUST 2021 ISSUE OF RANGER RICK® MAGAZINE

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
In “Wild Roommates” on pages 6–11, Emily adapted 
her big-city life to take care of orphaned wombats dur-
ing a global pandemic. Ask students to consider how 
they would handle caring for an injured or orphaned 
wild animal at home. Students may use the following 
guidance.

1. �Write in a format that makes the most sense to
you, such as a daily/weekly journal.

2. �Choose a local wild animal that will be under
your care.

3. �Share what it’s like to care for a wild animal at
home.
• How did the animal come to be in your care?
• How do you feed and care for it?
• How do you ensure it remains wild?
• How do you feel about caring for a wild animal?
• �How will you feel when you eventually release it

back to the wild?

NATURE PHOTO JOURNAL
The animal selfies in “Ready For Our Close-Ups,” 
pages 22–27, put smiles on our faces and remind us 
that animal personalities are as unique as our own. 
Now put students behind the camera with a wildlife 
photo journal project. Use our tips for wildlife 
photography to help students get that perfect shot! 

After students have taken photos of butterflies, 
bees, birds, or other local wildlife with cameras 
or smartphones, allow time for them to select the 
final shots they will use in their photo journal. Note: 
Determine how photos will be printed for student use. 

• �Decide whether students will create a physical or
digital photo journal.

• �Two pieces of paper folded in half and stapled,
one inside the other, will create a front and back
cover and six pages where students can place their
photographs.

• �Have students leave room under the photographs
to write about how they got the shot.

• �Students should include a couple of interesting
facts about each animal they photographed.

• �Each book should include a cover that features a
title, cover art, and the author’s name.

Allow time for a photo journal book tour where 
students put their work on display, and their peers and 
invited guests can ask questions.

MAYOR’S MONARCH PLEDGE 
In this edition of Ranger Rick’s Adventures, “Green In-
vaders” (pages 28–30), students learned about invasive 
plant species such as kudzu and mile-a-minute vine. They 
also learned that volunteers work to remove those plants, 
replacing them with native plants. 

Native plants support healthy wildlife populations, 
including those of monarch butterflies. Have students 
learn about the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge at nwf.org/
mayorsmonarchpledge and determine whether their 
municipality has pledged to support monarch recovery. 
If their city has taken the pledge, have students write a 
thank you letter to the Mayor. If the city has not taken 
the pledge, have students write a persuasive letter 
encouraging the Mayor to pledge to take action for the 
monarch butterfly.
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Whether they’re 
tiny or huge, 
smooth or spiky, 
colorful or plain, 
there’s a lot to 
“shell-ebrate” 
about seashells!

by Kathy KrankingSEASHELLS inside 
and out
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WHEN YOU PICK UP 

A SEASHELL at the 

beach, you’re holding 

more than just a pretty 

souvenir from the sea. 

You’re holding what 

was once the safe 

home of a soft, squishy 

animal called a mol-

lusk (MAH-lusk).

As you can prob-

ably imagine, there 

are plenty of hungry 

predators out there in 

the ocean. And lots 

of them would love 

to slurp up a soft little 

mollusk meal. Living 

inside a hard shell is a 

way to stay safe. And 

here’s the best part: 

The mollusks build 

their shells themselves!

In most kinds of 

mollusks, when a 

baby hatches from 

its egg, it already has 

Peek-a-boo! This 

conch sees you. A 

conch’s eyes are 

at the tips of long 

stalks that poke out 

from its shell.

This Venus clam 

isn’t sticking out its 

tongue at you. That’s 

its foot!

This top shell got 

its name because of 

how it’s shaped—like 

an upside-down top!
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a tiny shell. As the 

animal grows bigger 

and bigger, it makes 

the shell bigger and 

bigger, too. It does 

this by oozing special 

stuff from its mantle. 

That’s the soft lining 

between the mollusk’s 

body and its shell. The 

stuff hardens in the 

water and adds to the 

size of the shell.

LIVING COLOR
Seashells come in 

many beautiful colors. 

And they often have 

patterns such as stripes 

or spots. Mollusks that 

live in warm, tropical 

shells have spikes or 

spines? Those can 

be extra protection 

against hungry preda-

tors that might try to 

break in.

The Big Two
Most shell-dwelling 

mollusks belong to one 

of two main groups. 

The first group is the 

univalves. Uni means 

“one,” and these shells 

are made of just one 

part. These animals are 

also called gastropods 

(GAS-struh-podz). Most 

of the animals that 

live in these shells are 

sea snails, such as the 

conch (KONK) on the 

opposite page.

The other group of 

shells is the bivalves. 

Bi means “two,” and 

these shells have two 

parts. Clams, scallops, 

oysters, and mussels 

are bivalves.

Turn the page to find 

out more about shells.

SHELL, SWEET 
SHELL!

waters tend to have 

more colorful shells. 

Mollusks that live in 

cold waters have shells 

with mostly solid, 

darker colors.

And why do some Reread “Seashells: Inside and Out” on pages 14–19 to 
remind yourself of all the new words you learned to talk 
about seashells. Then, match the vocabulary word below 
with its definition. Use the back of the page or a separate 

sheet of paper to write a fiction or nonfiction story, using as much of the seashell language as 
you can.

SEASHELL LANGUAGE DEFINITION

bivalve

gastropods

mantle

mollusk

operculum

radula

siphon

univalve

The soft lining between a mollusk’s body 
and shell

Mollusk in a one-part shell

An invertebrate group that includes snails, 
slugs, clams, and mussels

A tube used for breathing; can also taste 
or smell the water

Tongue-like body part that is covered in 
teeth; used for scraping food

Mollusk in a shell made of two hinged 
parts

The “trap door” that seals a gastropod’s 
shell

The group of gastropods that includes 
snails and slugs
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In “Green Invaders,” pages 28–30, you learned about 
invasive species and the importance of planting native 
plants to support healthy habitats for wildlife. Volunteering 
to remove invasive species is a great activity to help your 

community and your local wildlife. Can you identify the three green invaders below? Circle each 
invasive plant. If you need help, a little research will point you in the right direction.

Make a list of native plants where you live. With an adult, go to nwf.org/nativeplantfinder and 
type in your zip code. Of the plants listed for your area, pick a combination of three flowers and 
grasses and three trees and shrubs you’d like to add to your home or community garden.
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FLOWERS AND GRASSES TREES AND SHRUBS

KUDZU

MILKWEED

COMMON YARROW

JAPANESE 
HONEYSUCKLE

REDBUD TREE

PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE

ALL PHOTOS FROM ADOBE STOCK EXCEPT PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE: FLICKR/LIZ WEST


